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REGIONAL GRANTS SCHEME — ROUND 2 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [2.06 pm]: I welcome the 
good people of Bunbury in the south west region to Parliament; we hope they enjoy seeing democracy in action. 
I especially welcome the students of Bunbury Primary School, and my new friend Josh; I hope Josh enjoys 
Parliament! 

I take this opportunity to inform the house that today I had the pleasure of launching round 2 of the regional 
grants scheme. The regional grants scheme is a royalties for regions initiative that provides opportunities for 
regional communities to improve and develop infrastructure and service delivery to their communities. The 
scheme is aimed at projects that will help attract investment, increase job opportunities, and improve the quality 
of life of regional Western Australians. In round 2, each of the nine development commissions will receive 
$5 million for allocation to successful projects. Additional to the $5 million for each of the development 
commissions, royalties for regions funding will also be allocated to the Regional Development Council to be 
used for strategic statewide projects. The commissions have an important and expanding role in regional 
Western Australia. These grants will be assessed and approved by the regional development commission boards 
and go through a final approvals process through my office and cabinet.  

The first round of the regional grants scheme was an outstanding success and provided $40 million in funding to 
the nine development commissions. A total of 847 applications were received from a wide range of groups, 
including volunteers, businesses, educational institutions, philanthropic foundations and community 
organisations, many of them in the seat of Collie-Preston. A total of 320 projects were approved for funding, and 
more than $97 million was leveraged from other sources. The regional grants scheme’s success in leveraging 
funding from other sources is particularly important; it means that a significant number of projects that have 
previously not been able to proceed have been able to commence or be completed already.  

In the south west region, the South West Development Commission received 192 applications, and $3.5 million 
in funding was approved towards 66 projects. These 66 projects leveraged $16.8 million in cash, and 
$4.1 million in kind. Therefore, the $3.5 million put on the table by the Liberal-National government raised an 
extra $20 million for important regional projects.  

Our host venue for today’s launch, Bunbury Regional Art Gallery, was one of the groups that received some of 
the funding. It received $24 200 towards the South West Survey 2010. That money will help to provide a 
comprehensive survey exhibition of contemporary visual arts practice in the south west.  

Another project I would like to talk about is the redevelopment of the Dolphin Discovery Centre. In the past few 
days Bunbury was awarded the title of Top Tourism Town for 2009, and the Dolphin Discovery Centre is its 
number one tourist attraction. Regional grants scheme funding of $323 000 was approved to assist with the cost 
of concept planning and detailed design development, fit-out of interpretive areas, and management and 
marketing support. These examples show that the regional grants scheme is providing a much-needed injection 
of funds into regional Western Australia and communities just like the fantastic community of Bunbury, where 
we are today. It is a clear commitment from the new Liberal-National government to regional Western Australia. 
The second round of the regional grants scheme opens today and closes on 10 February.  
 


